Journal of Imamiyyah Studies
Vol. 10, No. 22, March 2025, 191-216
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Basis for Differential (Social) Rights: A Critical Examination of ‘Allamah
Tabataba'1’s Views in His Exegesis of Qur’anic Verses on Women

Matineh al-Sadat Mousavil
Mehrdad Abbasi2

(Received on: 2025-02-28; Accepted on: 2025-07-23)

Abstract

‘Allamah Tabataba'1, in his exegesis AlI-Mizan, adopts a distinctive approach to Qur’anic verses
concerning women. He raises various historical, legal, and social dimensions and novel aspects
that received less attention in earlier exegetical works. Upon reflection, it becomes evident
that in advancing his views, ‘Allamah relies on certain foundational principles for which
sufficient evidence is not provided. The premise that legal rulings are grounded in intellect
(‘agl) and innate nature (fitfrah) constitutes one of the most central interpretive foundations in
his treatment of verses on women in A/-Mizan. Presupposing the superiority of men’s intellect
without offering rational proof or transmitted evidence, ‘Allamah interprets the relevant
Qur’anic verses and makes this principle the primary basis for legal differentials between men
and women. Accordingly, men’s authority (gawwamiyyah) over women is attributed to the
superiority of men’s intellect; women are precluded from certain governing positions due to
their purported deficiency in rationality; and even differences in inheritance are traced back to
the superior status of men’s managerial capacity. Regarding polygamy, he enumerates certain
considerations of public interest (maslahah) but considers its appropriateness for men to be
entirely rooted in innate nature (fitrah).
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