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Abstract

The recognition and analysis of the title “Siddig” (the strictly veracious) and its attribution
to the first caliph have always been a serious and contentious topic among Islamic sects, as it
signifies a fundamental virtue and serves as important evidence in proving the legitimacy of
his caliphate. Some Islamic sects, relying on Qur’anic and narrational (i.e. hadith-oriented)
evidence—including hadiths in Sahihayn (i.e.: Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahth Muslim)—
consider this title exclusive to the first caliph. However, by employing a historical-descriptive
and content-analysis approach to examine the evidence, objections can be raised against this
claim. In this research, we first deliberate on the supposed consensus regarding the hadiths
in the Sahthayn. Then, we examine the chain of transmission (isnad) of these narrations,
considering the presence of narrators who have been severely criticized (i.e. discredited)
in biographical evaluation (7ijal). Finally, we highlight the thematic inconsistencies in the
narrations that affirm the title “Siddig.»
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