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Abstract

According to existing classifications, the sources of the Imam’s knowledge, as the origins of
the specific knowledge of the Imam, include several elements such as the Holy Quran, the
knowledge of Prophet Muhammad, the knowledge of the previous prophets, the preceding
Imam, the comprehensive book. al-Jami ‘a), Jafr, the Holy Spirit, and divine inspiration. The
central issue of this article is how the role of Prophet Muhammad as a source of the Imam’s
knowledge compares to other sources, and how Imam Ali facilitates the transmission of
this knowledge to the other Imams. Researchers typically list all the sources of the Imam’s
knowledge as being on equal footing; however, this article argues that, firstly, the role and
significance of the Prophet in the creation of these sources are not on par with other sources, and
secondly, sources such as the intellectual legacy of the prophets, divine books, the knowledge
derived from the Quran, the comprehensive book, and Jafr are not independent sources on
the same level as Prophet Muhammad’s status as a source. Instead, all of these sources are,
in fact, content derived from Prophet Muhammad’s heritage, which was transmitted to Imam
Ali through him. Consequently, the sources of the Imam’s knowledge should be divided into
two categories: the heritage of Prophet Muhammad and divine sources, rather than the two
categories of “heritage sources” and “divine sources,” because all the sources mentioned as
“heritage sources” are, in reality, part of the single source known as the heritage of the Prophet.
This issue is proven in the present article through an analytical method based on the hadiths
found in Shia hadith sources.
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