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Abstract

The Kharijites. Khawarij) were one of the most prominent and well-known Islamic sects that
emerged in the first half of the first century AH against the backdrop of political and theological
conflicts. Understanding the social and cultural history of the early Shia requires an examination
of their relationships with rival groups. Therefore, studying the intellectual and social interactions
and confrontations between the Shia and other active groups within the Islamic community is
essential. The Kharijites, alongside the ‘Uthmanis loyal to Mu‘awiya and the Shiite followers of
Amir al-Mu 'minin. ‘Alf ibn AbT Talib), were among the three major politico-religious factions
that played influential and active roles in the political, social, and theological developments
of early Islam. Understanding the nature of their convergence or divergence is crucial for
uncovering the lesser-known dimensions of Shiite history. The Kharijites, who separated from
‘Al’s camp at the Battle of Siffin in opposition to his leadership and subsequently instigated the
events at Nahrawan against his will, remained in continuous ideological and political conflict
with rulers and intellectual groups. The Kharijite socio-intellectual movement, which fragmented
into factions such as the Azariga, Najdat, Ibadiyya, Sufriyya, and ‘Ajarida, maintained a strong
presence in various regions of the Islamic world. This study, based on historical and hadith-based
sources, analyzes the socio-cultural interactions between these two groups during the period of
the Imams following the martyrdom of Amir al-Mu minin. The reason for not addressing Shiite-
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Kharijite relations during ‘Ali’s caliphate is the absence of significant cultural convergence or
divergence at that time, as well as the complexity of their socio-political relations, which would
require a separate study. The findings of this research indicate that, despite appearing to share a
common opposition to the caliphal authority, the Ahl al-Bayt and Imami scholars engaged in a
subtle cultural struggle against the Kharijites. It seems that the Kharijites’ extremist and militant
disposition, coupled with the Shia’s limited inclination toward this politico-religious movement,
led the Imams and their companions to avoid direct confrontation with them.
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