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Abstract

The notion of “corruption on Earth” (ifs@d fi al-ard) is frequently used in the Quran without
explicitly associating it with specific criminal rulings, leading to disagreements among Muslim
jurists. This study critically examines the controversial issue of whether “corruption on Earth”
includes non-security crimes, in addition to security crimes, drawing upon Imami jurisprudence
to address objections against Article 286 of the Islamic Penal Code of Iran. The data was
examined using an analytical and critical method. The findings demonstrate that, given the
criminalization of “corruption on Earth” in verse 33 of Sura al-Maida as the most eminent
instance of waging war against God (muharaba), and considering the opinions of Quranic
exegetes on 25 verses of the Quran related to this term, “corruption on Earth” is established to
encompass a broader range of offenses, including economic and cultural crimes, beyond just
security crimes.
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