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Abstract

After the martyrdom of Imam al-Hasan al-‘Askari, the Shias faced significant threats and
challenges, including Ja far al-Kadhdhab’s claim to the Imamate. While Ja‘far’s activities have
been extensively studied, the political and social roles of Imam al-‘Askari’s mother remain
largely unexamined and overlooked. This article employs a descriptive-analytic method and
utilizes early historical sources to analyze the actions taken by the Imam’s mother in response to
the political and psychological maneuvers of Jafar al-Kadhdhab following Imam al-'Askar1’s
martyrdom. Research findings indicate that the challenges facing Imami Shiism included belief
in an unknown and hidden Imam, the absence of an explicit will from Imam al-‘Askar1, and
various claims to the Imamate. The Imam’s mother took decisive actions such as hastening
to return to Samarra, countering Ja‘far’s claim to the Imamate by presenting Imam al-Mahdi,
producing a will, claiming the inheritance, responding to Shia inquiries, and addressing their
concerns. These efforts culminated in the defeat of Ja'far’s political and economic agendas.
Keywords: Imam al- Askari, Imam al-‘Askari’s mother, Imam al-Mahdi, Ja'far al-Kadhdhab,
the year 260 AH.
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