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Abstract

The application of the narrations of Mahdism to Imam Mahdi (AS), the son of Imam Hasan
Askari, which is referred to as personal Mahdism, is one of the controversial beliefs between
Islamic denominations, especially Shia and Sunni. Some of the Sunnis, mainly the Wahhabis,
by highlighting its sectarian aspect, have made great efforts in denying personal Mahdism
historically, attributing this denial to all Sunnis, assigning the belief of personal Mahdism to
Shia, and proving superstition in Shiism. This is despite the fact that the Sunnis have different
approaches to the historical aspect of personal Mahdism i.e. the birth and occultation of the
Imam, which are sometimes close to Imamiyya's approach. Using a descriptive, analytical,
and critical method, this article seeks to collect and classify Sunni approaches to the historical
aspect of personal Mahdism including the birth and absence of Imam Mahdi (AS). Then, it
criticizes the approach of the opponents based on Sunni principles. The findings show that
Sunni approaches to the historical issue of birth and occultation fall into four categories: "the
approach of minimum supporters", "the approach of maximum trans-sectarian and sectarian
supporters", "the approach of minimum opponents" and "the approach of maximum oppo-
nents". This typology, in addition to drawing a comprehensive picture of the Sunni intellectual
system, can provide a suitable basis for changing personal Mahdism from a sectarian belief to
an Islamic belief and criticize the approach of the opponents of the historical aspect of personal
Mahdism based on Sunni principles and internal criticism.

Keywords: Personal Mahdism, Supporters of Personal Mahdism, Opponents of Personal
Mahdism.
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