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Abstract

According to Thomas Kuhn's depiction of the "scientific crisis" and subsequent "paradigm
shift" in The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, transitions between schools of thought often
encounter resistance. This phenomenon is evident in the shifts between Imami schools of
hadiths, particularly during the transition from the School of Baghdad to the School of Hillah
in the second half of the seventh century AH. After Ibn Idris al-Hillt highlighted weaknesses
and flaws in the jurisprudential method of the School of Baghdad, serious challenges arose,
especially concerning the non-authoritativeness of single-narrator reports (khabar al-wahid). In
response to the apparent shortcomings, numerous theories emerged during this scientific crisis,
mirroring developments in the Imami schools. The School of Baghdad faced opposition from
many jurists who criticized its approach. Notably, al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli attempted reforms in the
School of Baghdad through his work a/-Mu ‘tabar, advocating for some leniency in accepting
hadiths to rectify deficiencies. On the contrary, scholars like ‘Al b. Tawis, Ahmad b. Tawiis,
al-Fadil al-Abi, and al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli in Ma ‘@rij al-usil argued for the authoritativeness
of single-narrator reports against the position of the School of Baghdad. Notably, al-‘Allama
al-Hillt provided various speculative and textual arguments for the authoritativeness of single-
narrator reports in his works. Due to the cogency of his arguments, the School of Hillah gained
prominence among Imamiyya in the name of al-*Allama al-Hillx.
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