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Abstract 

The followers of the Nematollahi sect believe that all their qotbs (spiritual leaders) are Shiites. 

Yafei (d. 768 A.H.) is one of these qotbs and the master of Sayyed Nematollah Wali. One of 

the prominent differences between Shiites and Sunnis is their different views on the succession 

of the Prophet (S). In his books, especially Merat al-Jenan, Yafei gave his opinions on these 

two issues. This research seeks to understand his religion by examining his views on the 

succession of the Prophet (S) and the first three caliphs. The findings of the research indicate 

that Yafei narrated eleven traditions on the virtues of the first caliph, sixteen traditions on the 

virtues of the second caliph, and twelve traditions on the virtues of the third caliph. Like Sunni 

scholars, he was silent about the succession of the Messenger of God (S) and the related events, 

and only narrated events that prove the succession of the first caliph. Therefore, according to 

the evidence, contrary to Nematollahi claim, he believes in the Sunni religion. 

Keywords: First Caliph, Second Caliph, Third Caliph, Abdollah Yafei, Merat al-Jenan, 

Succession, Caliphate. 

                                                           
. This article is taken from: Hasan Fatemi, "Examining the View of Nematollahi Qutbs towards Shiism; 

From Yafei to Kabudar Ahangi", 2021, PhD Thesis, Supervisor: Emdad Turan & Yusof Ghazbani, 

Faculty of Shiite Studies, University of Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran. 

 PhD Student in Shia Studies, University of Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran (Corresponding 

Author), hfatemi@urd.ac.ir. 

 Assistant Professor, Department of Sufism and Islamic Mysticism, University of Religions and 

Denominations, Qom, Iran, ghazbani@urd.ac.ir. 

 Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy and Theology, Islamic Sciences and Culture 

Academy, Qom, Iran soori@isca.ac.ir.



   

                                                           

 

 hfatemi@urd.ac.ir 

ghazbani@urd.ac.ir 
soori@isca.ac.ir





















 













 

 

 











References   

Akhtab Kharazm, Mowaffagh ibn Ahmad. 1990. Al-Managheb (Virtues), Qom: 

Islamic Publishing Institute. [in Arabic] 

Al-Ajori, Abubakr Mohammad ibn al-Hosayn. 1999. Al-Shariah (Islamic Law), 

Riyadh: Al-Watan House. [in Arabic] 

Ameli, Jafar Mortaza. 2005. Al-Sahih men Sirah al-Nabi (The Correct Accounts from 

the Biography of the Prophet), Cairo: Hadith House. [in Arabic] 

Amini, Abd al-Hosayn. 1976. Al-Ghadir fi al-Ketab wa al-Sunnah wa al-Adab (Al-

Ghadir in the Book, Tradition and Literature), Qom: Al-Ghadir Center for Islamic 

Studies. [in Arabic] 

Baghawi, Hosayn ibn Masud. 1999. Maalem al-Tanzil fi Tafsir al-Quran (Teachings 

of Revelation in the Interpretation of the Quran), Researched Abd al-Razzagh al-

Mahdi, Beirut: Arab Heritage Revival House. [in Arabic] 

Bahrani, Sayyed Hashem. 1995. Al-Borhan fi Tafsir al-Quran (Argument in the 

Interpretation of the Quran), Tehran: Bethah. [in Arabic] 

Balazori, Ahmad ibn Yahya. 1996. Ansab al-Ashraf (Genealogies of the Nobles), 

Researched by Sohayl Zakar & Riyaz Zarakli, Beirut: Institute of Thought, vol. 2. 

[in Arabic] 

Bokhari, Mohammad ibn Ismail. n.d. Sahih Bokhari, Beirut: Institute of Thought. [in 

Arabic] 

Diyarbakri, Hasan ibn Mohammad. n.d. Tarikh al-Khamis fi Ahwal Anfos al-Nafis 

(The Date of Thursday in the Conditions of the Sublime Soul), Beirut: Shaabat 

Institute. [in Arabic] 

Forat Kufi, Abolghasem Forat ibn Ibrahim. 1989. Tafsir Forat al-Kufi, Tehran: 

Printing and Publishing Foundation in the Ministry of Culture and Islamic 

Guidance. [in Arabic] 

Gholamnejad, Fatemeh; Sakhayi, Fereshteh. 2005. "Ahwal wa Athar Sheikh Abdollah 

Yafei (Biography and Works of Sheikh Abdollah Yafei)", in: Iranian Mysticism: 

A Collection of Articles, no. 24, pp. 20-30. [in Farsi] 

Ghoshayri Neyshaburi, Abd al-Karim ibn Hawazen. 1995. Resalah Ghoshayriyah 

(Treatise of Ghoshayriyah), Tehran: Scientific & Cultural. [in Arabic] 

 



Hakem Neyshaburi. 1985. Al-Mostadrak ala al-Sahihayn, Beirut: Knowledge House, 

vol. 3. [in Arabic] 

Halabi, Ali ibn Borhan al-Din. n.d. Sirah al-Halabiyah, Beirut: Islamic Publication, 

vol. 1 & 3. [in Arabic] 

Haskani, Obaydollah ibn Ahmad. 1990. Shawahed al-Tanzil le Ghawaed al-Tafzil, 

Researched by Mohammad Bagher Mahmudi, n.p: Islamic Culture Revival 

Complex. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Abd al-Barr, Yusof ibn Abdollah. 1992. Al-Estiab fi Marefah al-Ashab 

(Acquisition of the Knowledge on the Companions), Beirut: Scientific Books 

House, vol. 3. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Abd al-Hamid. 1957. Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah (Explanation of Nahj 

al-Balaghah), Researched by Mohammad Abolfazl Ibrahim, Beirut: Arab 

Heritage Revival House, vol. 12. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Abd al-Hamid. 1965. Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah (Explanation of Nahj 

al-Balaghah), Researched by Mohammad Abolfazl Ibrahim, Beirut: Arab 

Heritage Revival House. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Abi Sheybah, Abdollah ibn Mohammad. 2008. Al-Mosannaf fi al-Ahadith wa al-

Athar (A Book Compiled on Hadiths & Narrations), Researched by Kamal Yusof 

al-Hut, Riyadh: Al-Roshd Press. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Athir, Ali ibn Mohammad. 1986. Al-Kamel fi al-Tarikh (Completion of History), 

Abu al-Feda Abdollah Ghazi, Beirut: Scientific Books House. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Ghotaybah Dinewari, Abdollah ibn Moslem. 1943. Al-Imamah wa al-Siyasah 

(Imamate and Politics), Qom: Al-Razi Publications, vol. 3. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Hajar Asghalani, Shahab al-Din Ahmad ibn Ali. 1997. Fath al-Bari fi Sharh Sahih 

al-Bokhari, Beirut: Scientific Books House, vol. 7. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Hajar Haythami, Ahmad ibn Mohammad. 1979. Al-Sawaegh al-Mohraghah (The 

Incendiary Thunderbolts), Egypt: Cairo Press. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Hanbal, Ahmad. 2008. Mosnad al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Cairo: n.pub. [in 

Arabic] 

Ibn Jawzi, Abu al-Faraj Abd al-Rahman ibn Ali. 1997. Tazkerah al-Khawas 

(Provision for Gentlefolks), Qom: Al-Sharif al-Razi Publications, vol. 3. [in 

Arabic] 



Ibn Kathir Demashghi, Abu al-Feda Ismail ibn Omar. n.d. Al-Bedayah wa al-Nehayah 

(The Beginning and the End), Researched by Ahmad Abu Molhem, Beirut: 

Scientific Books House. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Majeh, Mohammad ibn Yazid. 1987. Sonan Ibn Majeh, Beirut: Arab Heritage 

Revival House. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Sad, Mohammad ibn Sad Hashemi Basri. 1989. Al-Tabaghat al-Kobra (Upper 

Classes), Researched by Mohammad Abd al-Ghader Ata, Beirut: Scientific Books 

House. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Shahr Ashub Mazandarani, Mohammad ibn Ali. 1956. Managheb Al Abi Taleb 

(Virtues of Abi Taleb's Family), Najaf: Al-Haydariyah Press, vol. 2. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Shahr Ashub Mazandarani, Mohammad ibn Ali. 1997. Managheb Al Abi Taleb 

(Virtues of Abi Taleb's Family), Qom: Allameh, vol. 2. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Tawus, Ali ibn Musa. 1970. Kashf al-Mahajjah, Researched by Mohammad 

Hassun, Qom: Islamic Information Office. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Tawus, Ali ibn Musa. 1979. Al-Taraef fi Marefah Mazaheb al-Tawaef (Anecdotes 

in Knowing the Religions of the Tribes), Qom: Al-Khayyam Press. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Ahmad ibn Abd al-Halim. 1985. Menhaj al-Sonnah al-

Nabawiyyah (The Method of the Prophetic Tradition), Beirut: Scientific Books 

House. [in Arabic] 

Jowayni Khorasani, Ibrahim ibn Mohammad. 1979. Faraed al-Semtayn fi Fazael al-

Mortaza wa al-Batul wa al-Sebtayn wa al-Aemmah men Zorriyatahom, Beirut: 

Mohammad Bagher Mahmudi Press. [in Arabic] 

Khatib Baghdadi, Ahmad ibn Ali. 1996. Tarikh Baghdad (History of Baghdad), 

Beirut: Mostafa Abd al-Ghader Ata Publication, vol. 1. [in Arabic] 

Majlesi, Mohammad Bagher. 1982. Behar al-Anwar al-Jameah le Dorar Akhbar al-

Aemmah al-Athar (Vast Oceans of Light Containing the Selected Narrations of the 

Infallible Imams), Beirut: Arab Heritage Revival House. [in Arabic] 

Malek Ibn Anas. 2004. Al-Mowatta, Beirut: Arab Heritage Revival House. [in In 

Arabic] 

Mashayekh Fereydani, Mohammad Hoseyn. 1981. Aftab dar Ayineh (Sun in the 

Mirror), Tehran: n.pub, vol. 6. [in Farsi] 

Meghrizai, Taghi al-Din. 1999. Emta al-Asma be Ma le al-Nabi men al-Ahwal wa al-

Amwal wa al-Hafdah wa al-



Wealth, Grandchildren and Belongings), Researched by Mohammad Abd al-

Hamid Namisi, Beirut: Scientific Books House. [in Arabic] 

Mofid, Mohammad ibn Mohammad. 1992. Al-Ershad fi Marefah Hojajellah ala al-

Ebad (Guidance to the Cognition of the Representatives of God over People), 

Researched by Al al-Bayt (AS) Institute, Qom: Sheikh Mofid Congress. [in 

Arabic] 

Mozaffar, Mohammad Reza. 1937. Al-Saghifah, Translated by Sayyed Hosayn Mahdi 

al-Hosayni, Qom: Ansariyan. [in Arabic] 

Nabati Bayazi, Ali. 1964. Al-Serat al-Mostaghim (The Straight Path), Najaf: Al-

Haydariyah Press. [in Arabic] 

Nesai, Ahmad ibn Shoayb. 1992. Khasaes al-Nesai, Tehran: Nineveh Hadith Office. 

[in Arabic] 

Neyshaburi, Moslem ibn Hajjaj. 1986. Sahih Moslem, Researched by Mohammad 

Foad Abd al-Baghi, Cairo: Hadith House, vol. 3. [in Arabic] 

Nomani, Mohammad ibn Ibrahim. n.d. Al-Ghaybah (Occultation), Researched by Ali 

Akbar Ghaffari, Tehran: Al-Sadugh Press. [in Arabic] 

Sadugh, Mohammad ibn Ali. 1979. Al-Amali, Beirut: Al-Alami Institute for 

Publications. [in Arabic] 

Saffar Qomi, Mohammad ibn Hasan. 1983. Basaer al-Darajat (Insights Degrees), 

Qom: Ayatollah Marashi Najafi Library. [in Arabic] 

Shah Nematollah Wali. 1976. Rasael (Treatises), vol. 1, no. 72, Tehran: Nematollahi 

Monastery Publications. [in Farsi] 

Shah Nematollah Wali. 2007. Diwan (Poetry), no. 71, Tehran: Nematollahi 

Monastery Publications. [in Farsi] 

Shahrestani, Mohammad ibn Abd al-Karim ibn Abubakr Ahmad. n.d. Al-Melal wa al-

Nehal (Nations & Schools), Researched by Mohammad Seyyed Gilani, Beirut: 

Knowledge House, vol. 1. [in Arabic] 

Sharaf al-Din, Sayyed Abd al-Hosayn. 1981. Al-Morajeat (References), Beirut: 

Hoseyn Razi Press. [in Arabic] 

Siyuti, Jalal al-Din Abd al-Rahman. 1993. Al-Dorr al-Manthur fi al-Tafsir be al-

Mathur (The Narrative Pearl in the Interpretation of the Quran by Narrations), 

Qom: Ayatollah Marashi Najafi Library, vol. 4, 5, 6. [in Arabic] 



Siyuti, Jalal al-Din. 1983. Al-Dorr al-Manthur fi al-Tafsir be al-Mathur (The 

Narrative Pearl in the Interpretation of the Quran by Narrations), Qom: Ayatollah 

Marashi Najafi Library. [in Arabic] 

Tabandeh, Ali (Mahbub Ali Shah). 1998. Khorshid Tabandeh (Shining Sun), Tehran: 

Truth, Second Edition. [in Farsi] 

Tabari, Mohammad ibn Jarir. n.d. Tarikh al-Omam wa al-Moluk (History of Nations 

and Kings), Beirut: Hadith Dictionary House. [in Arabic] 

Tabarsi, Fazl ibn Hasan. 1985. Majma al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Quran (Collection of 

Statements on the Interpretation of the Quran), Beirut: Knowledge House. [in 

Arabic] 

Termezi, Mohammad ibn Isa. 1998. Sahih Termezi, Researched by Ahmad 

Mohammad Shaker, Egypt: House of Hadith, vol. 13. [in Arabic] 

Thalabi, Ahmad ibn Mohammad. 2001. Al-Kashf wa al-Bayan an Tafsir al-Quran 

(Clarification and Explanation of the Interpretation of the Quran), Beirut: Arab 

Heritage Revival House. [in Arabic] 

Waezi, Abd al-Aziz ibn Shir Malek. 1956. Majmueh dar Tarjomeh Ahwal Shah 

Nematollah Wali Kermani (Biography of Shah Nematollah Wali Kermani), Edited 

by Jean Aubin, Tehran: Institute of Iran and France, Iranian Studies Section. [in 

Farsi] 

Yafei, Abdollah. 1996. Merat al-Jenan (Mirror of Heaven), Beirut: Scientific Books 

House, vol. 1. [in Arabic] 

Yaghubi, Ahmad ibn Eshagh. n.d. Tarikh Yaghubi, Beirut: Sader House. [in Arabic] 

Zahabi, Mohammad ibn Ahmad. 1963. Mizan al-Etedal (Balance of Moderation), 

Researched by Ali Mohammad Bejawi, Beirut: Knowledge Institute. [in Arabic] 

 

 


